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Editor’s Note:
This is the last issue of
University Chronicle for summer
2001. Look for University
Chronicle when it resumes publication Sept. 4.

August 9, 2001
VOLUME 79, NUMBER 08

THURSDAY

INSIDE
UPB’s reggae
concert enjoyed
by many
Wednesday was the final show in the
University Program Board’s summer series
“Live on the Mall,”
and featured the
Yusef Shalita duo,
a guitar duo from
the Twin Cities
area. The performance
was
moved inside to
the Quarry from
the mall due to the heat.
Yusef usually plays with his full band,
Shalita, but came to St. Cloud with his
friend David to play.
Yusef was born in Tanzania and raised in
Uganda where he began playing with his
high school band at Kings College Budo.
He later attended the University of
Wisconsin Platteville and then made the
move to Minneapolis in 1979.
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Teal to leave SCSU for SJU
Vice-president for university advancement is
leaving SCSU in October for post at St. John’s
Tracy Ust
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

SCSU’s administration has another hole to fill as Shawn Teal, vice president for university advancement,
leaves the university for a position at
St. John’s University. Teal will serve
as executive to the president at St.
John’s starting Oct. 1.
Teal is the fourth vice president to
leave SCSU since May 1 when Gene
Gilchrist, vice president for academic
affairs, left for a position in
Kentucky. In June both Suzanne
Williams, vice president for academic affairs, and Robert Bayne, vice
president for student life and development, retired.
Teal, who will begin the 2001-2002

school year at SCSU and transition out
before he begins his new position at St.
John’s, works with the alumni and
foundation center at SCSU. His duties
include working with development
and alumni relations and with sports
marketing and communications —
including advertisements and promotions for athletic events.
For Teal, leaving SCSU and joining St. John’s staff gives him mixed
feelings.
“I will miss working with the people here,” he said. “I will miss working with the Board of Trustees and my
staff. They are absolutely outstanding.
I regret I won’t be working with the
people here.”
St. John’s vision may be what
drew Teal to the new position. The
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tion supported his decision to leave
for St. John’s.
“They were very supportive,” Teal
said. “I enjoy working with President
Saigo. He might have been caught off
guard. I talked to him about it and he
tried to get me to reconsider, but at the
same time he was very supportive.”
“Shawn has made many great contributions at SCSU,” SCSU President
Roy Saigo said in a news release. “We
will miss him, but I am excited for
Shawn and his family and wish him
luck in this new opportunity.”
For Teal, the best thing about
accepting the job at St. John’s is the
fact that he won’t have to go far.
“I get to continue to do fun things
and continue to live in Central
Minnesota where my family likes it,”
he said.
Teal will always have a part of
SCSU with him, too.
“I’m still going to be a Husky
Hockey season ticket holder.”

Bike ride to raise money

‘Princess Diaries’
is ‘Pretty Women’
for kids
“The Princess Diaries” opened Friday providing an alternative to families who have
already
seen
“Shrek”
and
“Atlantis.”
Honestly I cannot
tell you how long
it has been since I
have seen a rated
“G” movie, but in
my defense there
are not many out there.
This film stars Julie Andrews (“Mary
Poppins”), Heather Matarazzo (“54”),
Hector Elizondo (“Runaway Bride”), and
Anne Hathaway a relatively unknown
actress. “The Princess Diaries” is directed
by Gary Marshall who is also responsible
for the direction of “Pretty Woman,”
which is astoundingly similar to this film.

university is working to become a
internationally renowned Catholic
university, and Teal will work as a
leader in the development and marketing for the school.
Teal, who has worked for SCSU
for seven years, worked at St. John’s
for seven years before that.
It’s great to go back,” he said. “I
know a lot of people there and have
stayed very close to them. We’re
friends, and to have the chance to go
back and work with friends is great.”
While at SCSU, Teal was integral
in the completion of the university’s
first capital campaign, the Campaign
for a New Century, which raised $27.5
million and resulted in tremendous
growth in alumni chapters.
“I was brought here to build the
first capital campaign in MnSCU
(Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities),” he said. “I’ve done
what I came here to do.”
Teal said the SCSU administra-

Kendra Gilbertson
STAFF WRITER

Gary Cheeseman will be biking from South
Dakota to St. Cloud to raise money for the
American Indian Center. The bike was fixed
up by the Boys & Girls Club Workforce.
CHRISTINE JOHNSON/EDITOR

NEWS/2-3, 5-6

Gary Cheeseman, assistant director for students
of color outreach, has decided to ride his bike from
the Crazy Horse monument outside of Custer, S.D.
back to St. Cloud.
No, this isn’t a marathon he is participating in,
and he is not doing it as a last minute weight loss
scheme.
Cheeseman is riding his bike 700 miles from
Aug. 16 through Aug. 26 in order to increase awareness about the American Indian Center as well as to
obtain donations for it.
The American Indian Center is located on the
corner of Ninth Street and Fourth Avenue.
It offers student support, provides new books and
journals, a computer lab and speakers.
According to Student Outreach Coordinator,
Tom Andrus, the American Indian Center provides
information as well as services to more than 80 students.
He also said it is likely that there are more than
83 American Indian students at SCSU, but many
don’t have any knowledge of the center.
The American Indian Center and its facilities are
open to any SCSU student.
The center is not only important to the 83
American Indian students who regularly use it but
also provides knowledge and information to other
students interested in learning about American
Indian studies.

COMMENTARY/4

Because of lack of funds for organizations, many
campus organizations have recently been cutting
back on spending.
Due to those cutbacks Cheeseman devised a plan
to raise funds for the center.
Originally the bike trip was going to start in
Tucson, Ariz. and end in St. Cloud, but time constraints did not allow for such a long trip. Instead,
Cheeseman decided to begin at the Crazy Horse
monument, riding his bike with a car following
closely behind.
This journey can be completed in 10 days and
also provided that Cheeseman would be in St. Cloud
on time for Fall semester. The money raised from
this event will provide the center to obtain many
other useful tools to help students here.
Already many organizations have provided
funding and other useful items for the trip, like the
Boys & Girls Club Workforce who fixed up the
bike, the St. Cloud Police Department who obtained
the bike as well as the Oasis Art Gallery and the
Anishanabe Ranch.
Some examples of what the donations will provide for the center are the ability to obtain peer tutoring, more speakers, growing plants for medicine and
many other useful programs.

If you would like to donate or receive more
information regarding the bike trip or the
American Indian Center you can contact Gary
Cheeseman at 202-6487.
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St. Cloud officers rescue distressed
children locked in parked car

Solo flights for children limited after
incidents misplace young passengers

St. Cloud police officers arrived at the St. Cloud Barnes & Noble to
check on the welfare of two small children, each four-years-old, who
were locked in a motor vehicle in the parking lot.
Officers located the children’s parents and removed the children
from the car. The children were flushed, sweating and crying when the
officers discovered them. They had been in the car for eight to 20 minutes. Upon removal from the car, the children were taken inside the
store and given water.
The case is being forwarded to the Stearns County Attorney’s office
for possible child endangerment charges and Stearns County Social
Services were notified and will follow up on the situation.

American West Airlines announced that effective Sept. 10 children
under the age of 12 will not be allowed to fly unaccompanied on connecting flights. American West Airlines is responsible for three
mishaps where children have been misplaced in the past four weeks.
Another similar incident occurred with Southwest Airlines.
American West Airlines is the only airline that has announced a
change in policy. Most airline policies state that children ages 5 to 7
may fly solo on direct flights and children 8 or older may fly solo on
connecting flights.
One estimate states that at least 7 million youngsters fly solo per year
and the number continues to grow.

Reports lead to possible sexual
assault and battery charges

Scientists gather in Washington
to discuss future of human cloning

Two separate reports were filed by two different women complaining about an unknown man in their homes.
A report filed by a woman on Aug. 2 stated that she was awakened
at approximately 5 a.m. with an unknown man lying next to her in bed
who was touching her. She ran out of the room and the suspect fled.
A second report filed Friday stated a different female victim was
awakened by an unknown man in her residence. The description of the
man was similar to the description of the man from the Aug. 2 report.
Police officers were advised that a man fitting the description resided
at 817 Sixth Ave. South. The individual, William Antonio Meadows,
24, of Minneapolis, had an outstanding warrant and was taken to the
Stearns County Jail.

Panayiotis Zavos, who runs an infertility clinic in Kentucky, said that
he and Italian scientist Severino Antinori of Rome plan to begin the
process of creating the first cloned human babies in November. The duo
wants to use the human clones to help couples with fertility problems.
Zavos, Antinori and Clonaid director Brigitte Boisselier gathered in
Washington Tuesday to face a panel of scientists who have successfully completed animal clonings and have seen the defects such
clonings may cause. The panel of scientists asked Zavos, Antinori and
Boisselier tough questions regarding the subject.
Defects in recent animal cloning include the embryo growing too
large placenta problems and respiratory and circulatory problems.
Antinori said he would screen out abnormal embryos and monitor
the progress once the embryo is implanted in the mother’s womb.
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Corrections
A cutline in the Aug. 2 edition of University Chronicle should have
read Korey Stringer takes a breather during pre-season training
Monday afternoon at Minnesota State University, Mankato.
University Chronicle will correct any errors of fact or misspelled
names. Call 255-4086 with any corrections.
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Calendar of

Events

TODAY
■ St. Cloud Municipal Band
will play a free concert at 7:30
p.m. in Barden Park.

FRIDAY
■ Earthbeat 2001! A diversity
festival featuring a performance
by Kevin Locke, a world
renowned Native American
Hoop Dancer, takes place 4 p.m.
to 8 p.m. at Riverside Park.
Several diverse youth drum
groups from around the area
including Kracker Jacks,
Cultural Center of Minnesota
African Youths, SCSU Taiko and
Little Hawks Native American
Drummers will also perform.
An African American Male
Forum will be serving a cookout
picnic. For more information
call 251-9810.

University Chronicle
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Exchange program celebrates 20 years
Tracy Ust
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Friendship and family stayed the
focus as SCSU welcomed 25 visitors
from Alnwick, England Aug. 2
through Sunday.
The visit celebrated 20 years of
affiliation that SCSU has had with the
Alnwick community while SCSU students have studied at Alnwick Castle.
Visitors included members of the
Alnwick community who have
opened their homes to SCSU students
as homestay families.
The visitors were met by SCSU
faculty, staff and students for the
reunion. In a trade-off of roles, members of the SCSU community became
the homestay families and welcomed
the visitors from Alnwick into their
homes.
While the visitors experienced one
of the hottest weekends of the year,
they kept busy with planned activities
such as a tour of Miller Center, lunch
at Garvey Commons and a visit to the
College of St. Benedict and St. John’s
University. The visitors and hosts
adventured on a trip to the Twin Cities
to visit the Minnesota History
Museum and the Mall of America
Saturday. On Sunday, visitors and

“Our town would be much poorer without the
Minnesotans. They enrich the community.
Minnesota is part of Alnwick.”
Marjorie Deakin
BRITISH HOMESTAY HOST
guests gathered for a picnic in the
Newman Center.
Marjorie Deakin, a British faculty
member at the Alnwick Castle until
1999, who welcomed homestay students into her home, said St. Cloud,
though thousands of miles from
Alnwick, feels like home.
“It’s so beautiful here,” Deakin said.
“It’s lovely to come back and see
friends. Everybody here feels at home.”
Deakin, who visited St. Cloud in
1991 for the 10 year celebration of the
Alnwick program, said the relationship between Alnwick and SCSU and
St. Cloud is outstanding.
“The relationship is great. The students and faculty have been great
ambassadors for St. Cloud and
Minnesota,” she said. “Our town

would be much poorer without the
Minnesotans. They enrich the community. Minnesota is part of Alnwick.”
At the base of the great relationship lies friendship.
“They are all our friends now,
some going on 20 years,” said George
Marshall, former forester for the Duke
and a community member who, with
his wife, welcomed homestay students. “It’s like we’re one big family
that has been going on for 20 years.”
Roland Fischer, former director of
the Center for International Studies
and co-chair of the planning committee for the reunion, said the need for
such a reunion stems from the bond
that Minnesotans and the British have
formed throughout the years.
“We feel so strongly about his link.

It’s good for both SCSU and for
Alnwick,” Fischer said. “There are
real deep friendships made with host
families.”
Fischer also said the trip was a
great opportunity for people in the
Alnwick community to visit
Minnesota.
“For the Alnwick people, it’s a
great reduced price to come,” he said.
“They’re friends and neighbors, so to
do this kind of trip is a special opportunity. They were eager to do it.”
For Barb Grachek, associate vice
president for academic affairs and cochair of the reunion planning committee, the reunion provided a way to let
SCSU say thanks for all the hard work
the homestay families have done
throughout the years.
“It’s been 20 years that we’ve
worked with the British Studies program. We planned the reunion in
recognition of the work they’ve done
with us,” Grachek said. “We wanted to
give them a taste of Minnesota and
thank them.”
After the scheduled events ended
Sunday, many of the visitors from
Alnwick continued on their own
adventures throughout Minnesota, the
United States and Canada, visiting
homestay students and friends.

ONGOING
■ “Science with Soul.” The
traveling mini-exhibit from the
Science Museum of Minnesota
makes a stop in Centennial Hall
until the end of August. The
exhibit features a timeline of
major contributions to science
and society by African American
inventors and scientists. For
more information contact Hedy
Tripp at 255-2198.
■ Russell Sharon. Abstraction
and Nature runs through Sept.
26 in Atwood Center. Summer
gallery hours are: 7 a.m. to 7
p.m. Monday through Thursday
and 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday.

AUGUST 16
■ Last Day of Second Summer
Session.

UPCOMING
■ Sept. 3 - Sept. 8. SCSU KickOff 2001.
■ Sept. 3. Labor Day Holiday;
Residence Hall Move-In Day.
■ Sept. 4. Registration and
Advising Day.
■ Sept. 5. Fall Semester 2001
classes begin.

Reggae performance
combines African roots
and Caribbean guitar
Hank Harris
Wednesday was the final show in the University
Program Board’s summer series “Live on the Mall.”
and featured the Yusef Shalita duo, a guitar duo from
the Twin Cities area. The performance was moved
inside to the Quarry from the mall due to the heat.
Yusef usually plays with his full band, Shalita,
but came to St. Cloud with his friend David.
Yusef was born in Tanzania and raised in Uganda
where he began playing with his high school band at
Kings College Budo. He later attended the
University of Wisconsin-Platteville and then made
the move to Minneapolis in 1979.
Yusef has since been a founding member of
Sweet Taste of Africa and performed with Ipso
Facto, Caribas and other Twin Cities worldbeat
bands. He then formed the band Shalita in 1985 and
has been performing ever since.
Shalita’s music combines strong African rhythmic roots with a wide variety of Carribean guitar
sounds. They combine Jamaican reggae and bolero
music with African zoocous and Carribean calypso
to create an impressive mesh of the new and the old
producing a very diverse yet cohesive sound.
The sounds of Yusef’s guitar were impressive.
He has the uncanny ability to mesmerize audience
members into a dreamlike state with the smooth,
ethereal sounds of his Spirit guitar.
He also did a wonderful job of vamping in chord
alterations but still sounding like a melody line when
he was on rhythm.

“My music is my message. I
send a message from me.”
Yusef Shalita
BAND MEMBER
Shalita’s partner David came on a little strong at
first, but as time went on and they began to settle into
the grooves and relax. By the end, he made some
incredible and unique sounds on his guitar.
The duo experienced some technical problems at
first, as must be inherent in the Atwood Quarry. The
bass and drums that were coming out of their Roland
drum machine kept cutting out and in, and the vocal
equalization was too low, but these problems were
eventually solved. From the falsetto highs to the
strong belted-out lows, he demonstrated his versatile
and experienced vocal abilities.
The Shalita duo played a very diverse set list,
including Marley’s “Stir It Up” and “No Woman, No
Cry,” He also played classic music from Cameroon,
Zaire, Trinidad & Trabego, Jamaica and central
African folk.
Yusef said his musical aspirations were to send
messages to his audience during a performance.
“My music is my message. I send a message

TheYusef Shalita duo performed for the last
Live on the Mall Wednesday in the Quarry
in Atwood Memorial Center
MICHAEL MARTIN/MANAGING EDITOR

from me,” he said. “I sing about myself and tell people about who I am.”
The performance was also an example of how
modern musicians use MIDI based looping systems
to perform when they don’t have a full band to play
with.
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Discretion needed
in filling positions
The issue: Three vice presidents have left SCSU
since May.The fourth departure will be Shawn
Teal, vice president for university advancement.
What we think: SCSU needs to take special attention in rehiring while still maintaining people with
experience.
There seems to be a trend at SCSU. Gene Gilchrist,
vice president for academic affairs, left SCSU to go to a
Kentucky university on May 1. In June, Suzanne
Williams, vice president for academic affairs, and Robert
Bayne, vice president for student life and development,
retired.
Now Shawn Teal, another SCSU vice president, is
leaving. Teal will start his position of executive to St.
John’s University president Oct. 1.
One person who appears not to be leaving is the president of SCSU, Roy Saigo. Not only will there eventually
be four new vice presidents, but Saigo is also new. The
former chancellor of Auburn University Montgomery
started his position at SCSU on July 3, 2000.
There seems to be a trend here. Some faculty members
who have been with the university for quite a number of
years are leaving to retire or take up positions at other
universities. Their positions are being filled with new
people.
On June 19, Ruth K. Meyer stepped into her new role
as interim vice president of academic affairs, taking over
the position left by Williams. She will remain in the position for a year, or until it is filled by a permanent person.
Fortunately, Meyer is not new to SCSU faculty. She
has been with SCSU since 1978. She served as the interim dean of the G.R. Herberger College of Business this
year.
While there is always room for improvement and
change can be a good thing, the SCSU administration
needs to make sure that some of the experienced officials
remain to lend some stability to the administration. The
experienced should help in selecting the new officials.
The vacant vice president positions will eventually
need to be filled with more permanent people. Those
who still remain in the administration should take special
attention when deciding on the new office holders.

My summer and the bat I spent it with
Let’s get this out of the way right
now; I hate bats.
I despise them.
I find it so inconceivable that the
local baseball team could be named
after such a despicable animal.
I have definitely had my run-ins
with bats over the years. Growing up
I remember riding bikes with friends
just to dodge the bats coming at our
heads after dusk.
Also, it never failed to have our
annual “Bat in the House Night” during the summer at my mother’s
house.
Early this June, after I moved into
my new home near campus, I was
rudely awaken by something moving
in my hand.
Not having a single clue of what it
could be I proceeded to throw it
against the door in my bedroom. I ran
to turn on the light, and it was a bat
flying back and forth obviously bothered by the light.
Having just woken up and not
having my wits about me I ducked for
cover and got out of my room and
into the safety of a bathroom.
After getting enough courage to
go and fight this evil bat I went back
into my room only to find it was
nowhere to be found. It was too late.
I made the mistake of not investigating my new potential home last
winter before signing the lease.
When I moved in there were no
screens on any window and I thought
for sure that is how the bat got into
the house.
I called my landlord and he came

MICHAEL
MARTIN
STAFF
ESSAY
by and put in some screens and I
thought the problem was solved.
Little did I know my problems
were just starting.
Throughout the summer I have
been noticing bat droppings and tiles
from my ceiling have been falling
only to reveal more bat droppings.
Now combine someone that is
terrified of bats and a lazy landlord
and it results in an interesting summer.
Well, everything kind of climaxed
Monday night. Again, while I was in
a blissful slumber, I was awaken to
the scratching sounds of a bat making
its way up the wall and then flying
from wall-to-wall.
Startled again, I threw the sheets
over my head until it was too late to
catch the bat. Do you notice any
trends here?
After hearing of the St. Cloud man
who was bit by a rabid bat on July 25,
I knew I could stand for this no more.
I called the St. Cloud Animal
Control.
I talked
to
Rosie
Deffinbaugh, an environmental
health technician for the city.
Deffinbaugh told me that the house

needed to be bat proofed and under
no circumstances should the bat be
killed but removed from the house
and set free. She also told me I should
get checked out for the possibility of
rabies, but that’s another story.
Deffinbaugh went on to tell me
about the benefits of bats for the community. I could not believe my ears.
Bats are beneficiaries of the community, I thought this must be a joke.
I was told that bats should never
be allowed to live inside living quarters but they are very important in
insect control and to the ecology system. I was shocked and I refused to
believe this.
I had to do some research and find
out how these ugly animals are actually quite helpful, if you can get past
the imagery that Hollywood has
given us about bats.
Apparently, studies of bats have
contributed to the development of
navigational aids for the blind, birth
control, vaccine production, testing
out drugs and different surgical procedures.
Bats also eat their own body
weight in insects every night. As anyone who has experienced a
Minnesota summer will know, a bats
eating habit is enough reason to make
it the official bird or rodent or whatever they are of Minnesota.
For me personally, however, you
could spend the rest of your life
telling the benefits of having bats
around and I will always come to the
same conclusion.
I hate bats.
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‘Princess’ mimics ‘Pretty Woman’
KENDRA
GILBERTSON
FILM
C RITIC
“The Princess Diaries” opened
Friday providing an alternative to families who have already seen “Shrek”
and “Atlantis.” Honestly I cannot tell
you how long it has been since I have
seen a rated “G” movie, but in my
defense there are not many out there.
This film stars Julie Andrews
(“Mary
Poppins”),
Heather
Matarazzo
(“54”),
Hector
Elizondo(“Runaway Bride”) and
Anne Hathaway, a relatively
unknown actress. “The Princess
Diaries” is directed by Garry
Marshall, who is also responsible for
“Pretty Woman,” which is astoundingly similar to this film.
The film begins with Mia
Thermopolis (Hathaway) riding her
little scooter to her private school,
where she is completely ignored and
only finds solace in her best friend
Lily (Matarazzo). We learn that Mia
is terrified of giving speeches and
has a crush on the cutest boy in
school, Josh. She also is tormented
by Lana (Mandy Moore), who happens to be the girlfriend of Josh. Mia

seems to hide herself from everyone
with her uncontrolled mass of curly
hair and glasses.
Mia soon discovers her grandmother (Andrews), whom she never
speaks to, would like to see her. The
grandmother is Mia’s father’s mother, and Mia had never seen her father.
He just sends her gifts on her birthday and holidays and recently died in
a car accident. Mia’s grandmother
gives her the shock of her life by
informing her that she is the heir to
the thrown of Genovia. It turns out
Mia’s dad was a prince and her
grandmother is the Queen (by marriage) of Genovia. Genovia. I am
pretty sure Genovia doesn’t really
exist, but in the film it is a small
European principality.
The Queen is not just visiting Mia
just to give her an FYI on her royal
status. She, in fact, wants Mia to
move to Genovia and assume the
responsibilities of a princess. Due to

the issue that the Queen is only the
Queen by marriage she cannot continue reign and if Mia does not accept,
Genovia will be taken over by some
other make believe country. This
proposition is not all that appealing to
Mia and instantly she dislikes the idea
of being a princess as much as she dislikes her grandmother.
In an effort of compromise, Mia
agrees to take princess lessons from
her grandmother. She gets a complete makeover and attempts to correct her shyness. Mia actually starts
to come around and gets good at
being a princess. To protect the
princess in training, the whole bit
was kept secret from basically
everyone — especially the press.
However, it was inevitable that
everyone would find out and when
they do, Mia is thrust into the spot
light by camera crews and other
media.
As we all know Disney films

“The film is quite parallel to ‘Pretty Woman,’
which taught us that even if you are a prostitute
you can still find happiness with a rich man, but
only after you clean up and go shopping.”
Kendra Gilbertson
FILM CRITIC

PUBLICITY PHOTO

always seem to have some great message they are delivering to children to
make them feel better and make the
world a better place. “The Princess
Diaries” is no exception. It shows little girls that they shouldn’t be afraid
of who they really are. However, in
this case, that only happens after the
girl gets a makeover and are declared
a princess. Please note my sarcasm.
The film is quite parallel to
“Pretty Woman,” which taught us that
even if you are a prostitute you can
still find happiness with a rich man,
but only after you clean up and go
shopping. The parallels of “Pretty
Woman” don’t end there. Some of the
actors are the same and even play
similar characters. For example,

Elizondo plays Joe, the security
guard/chauffeur that tries to protect
and give Mia some guidance as well
as insight. Sounds a bit familiar to the
hotel manager also played by
Elizondo who provides the same to
Julia Roberts.
It really wasn’t that bad of a film.
It was fun and provided enough
action so all the children watching
wouldn’t bore too quickly. But the
overall message was bad, I mean, be
who you are only after you look better is not a message that is going to
benefit anyone in the long run at
least. And if all of the nine year old
girls I shared the theater with believe
that, they are surely in for a big
shock.

Apply now for open staff positions
for the 2001-02 school year
Fall 2001-02
Deadline: Aug. 31, 2001
Associate Editor
Assistant Associate Editor
Assistant News Editor
Sports Editor
Sports Beat Writers

Campus Life Beat Write
Crime Beat Writer
Music Beat Writer
Career & Money/Technology
Editor
Wellness/On the Burner Editor
Copy Editors

Circulation Manager
Staff Writers
Staff Photographers
Graphic Artists
Reader’s Advocate
Editorial Board Member

Stop by Stewart Hall Room 13 for applications and job descriptions
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Family of student who died speaks out
Liposuction surgery ‘wasn’t
supposed to be a big deal’
Susan FitzGerald
and
Marian Uhlman
KNIGHT-RIDDER TRIBUNE

Colleen Fledderman was getting anxious as
she sat in the doctor’s waiting room.
Her daughter Amy, 18, had gone in for liposuction surgery shortly after 9:30 a.m. It was
past noon, and she still wasn’t out.
Fledderman thought back to the appointment a week earlier when her daughter signed
up for surgery.
The plastic surgeon had been reassuring about
the popular procedure, Fledderman recalled.

This is liposuction
“This is liposuction,” Fledderman, of
Newtown Square, Delaware County (a
Philadelphia suburb), said the doctor told her
when she inquired whether anything bad could
happen.
But by the time Fledderman’s wait finally
ended on May 23, her active, athletic daughter
was being rushed off by ambulance, struggling
to breathe.
Forty-eight hours later, Amy Fledderman was
dead from a complication of liposuction surgery.
Liposuction is now the most common cosmetic surgical procedure in the country. It is estimated that anywhere from 377,000 to 673,000
procedures were done last year — far outpacing face-lifts and nose jobs. A precise number is
hard to know because many types of doctors
perform liposuction.
The procedure entails a tube inserted under
the skin; fat is then broken up and vacuumed
out. Though safe for most patients — who end
up delighted with their thinner thighs and flatter
bellies — serious complications, even death in
rare instances, can occur.
“Liposuction is not trivial surgery,” said Dr.
Rudolph H. de Jong, a former professor at
Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia
who, for a study, counted 95 deaths nationwide
from liposuction between 1994 and 1998.

The story of Amy Fledderman’s death is
based on interviews with her family, friends and
patient records citing Richard P. Glunk, a King
of Prussia doctor, as her surgeon. The family initially was reluctant to talk about their daughter,
and only recently agreed to do so.
Fledderman was home from Pennsylvania
State University for Christmas break when she
told her parents she wanted to have the liposuction procedure.
Colleen Fledderman checked out some plastic-surgery sites on the Internet and watched a
TV show about liposuction. She found nothing
alarming.

Liposuction-related deaths
The 95 liposuction-related deaths between
1994 and 1998 came to light in a survey of 1,200
members of the American Society for Aesthetic
Plastic Surgery. De Jong, who did the survey,
used the 95 deaths to calculate that the mortality
rate was about 20 for every 100,000 procedures.
By comparison, the death rate for hernia repair
was 3 per 100,000.
A leading cause of liposuction death, de Jong
found, was pulmonary embolism — a clot made
of blood, or in rarer instances fat, that can damage the lungs.
On May 15, home for summer break, Amy
Fledderman went with her mother to see Glunk
at his office near the King of Prussia mall.
Amy Fledderman explained to Glunk that
some pockets of fat wouldn’t go away, Colleen
Fledderman recalled. She asked whether there
was anything she could do to lose them.
“Absolutely not. It’s genetic fat, and the only
way to lose it is liposuction,” she said Glunk told
Amy.
The worst thing that could happen, Colleen
Fledderman recalled Glunk saying, was that
Amy could end up with a drooling problem
because of the liposuction below her chin, but
that that could be fixed with a stitch.
Fledderman said she asked about the dangers
of a blood clot, and whether the procedure was
safe to do in his office. She said Glunk indicated
everything would go smoothly.

Nothing can happen
When Colleen Fledderman discussed the
matter with her husband, she said, “I said to Dan,
he’s making it sound like wisdom teeth.”

A few days before surgery, Amy confided in
her 18-year-old cousin, Erica Yanoshak, who asked
why she wanted it and whether it was dangerous.
“She said, “If there’s nothing that can happen
to me, I might as well,”’ Erica recalled.
Performed in a well-equipped, well-staffed
office with careful selection of patients, liposuction is usually safe, experts say. But
because there is much less oversight of doctors’ offices than hospitals, the built-in safeguards can vary.
“There is a formal, systematic process in
hospitals looking at the qualification and competency of the physicians. ... This level of
oversight is typically not required in officebased surgery practice,” said Dr. Robert Wise,
vice president for standards at the Joint
Commission on Accreditation for Healthcare
Organizations.
But there is a growing push among professional groups and state regulators for accountability.
After Amy Fledderman and her mother
arrived at Glunk’s office on May 23, Amy
changed into a hospital gown and Glunk marked
the target spots on her body.
With her daughter in surgery, Fledderman settled in to wait.
Sometime after noon, Fledderman asked the
receptionist to check on her daughter, and she
reported that the operation was almost over.
Around 1:30 p.m., Glunk came in.
“The surgery is over. Everything went well.
We’re just having trouble waking her up,”
Fledderman said Glunk told her. He reassured
her, saying that teens sometimes don’t want to
come out of anesthesia, she said.

Trouble arises
He came out again a short time later to ask
whether Amy was the anxious type. He said she
was having a “rough emergence” from anesthesia, Fledderman said, and seemed to be fighting
their efforts.
Fledderman told Glunk she wanted her daughter in the hospital. She said he answered, “They
don’t admit patients for rough emergence.”
Shortly before 4 p.m., Glunk told Fledderman
that Amy was waking up, she recalled.
The next thing Colleen Fledderman knew, a
staffer was at her side, telling her that Amy had
fluid in her chest and they were calling an

ambulance.
Upper Merion records show that police were
dispatched at 4:11 p.m. for a respiratory emergency.
Fledderman rushed to the operating room.
Her daughter was on the table, eyes open, looking panicked, she said.
Fledderman said Glunk wanted Amy taken to
Paoli Memorial, where he has privileges. But
when the ambulance crew arrived, they insisted
on nearby Montgomery Hospital in Norristown,
she said.
Fledderman said an ambulance attendant told
her: “She’ll never make it to Paoli. She’s in
severe respiratory distress.”
That night in intensive care, Amy couldn’t
talk because she was hooked to a breathing tube.
But she scribbled on a pad: “I really hurt.” “I’m
scared.” “I’m sorry, Mom.”
The next morning, the Fleddermans first
heard the term “fat embolism,” or fat clot.
“I think she has a fat embolism from the liposuction,” Fledderman said the doctor in charge of
Amy’s hospital care, Robert Belasco, told her
and other relatives.
The Fleddermans said they were concerned
that morning because Amy didn’t look good, but
the medical staff seemed optimistic.

A deadly end
Colleen Fledderman was awakened about
4:30 a.m. May 25 with the news, “She’s coughing up blood and she’s asking for you.”
In the ICU, staff were “bagging” Amy, an
emergency effort in which oxygen is pumped
manually into the body. Fledderman took her
daughter’s hand. Eventually, Amy was put back
on the ventilator.
With their daughter deteriorating, the
Fleddermans set in motion a plan to have her
flown to the Hospital of the University of
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. She was transferred that afternoon, two days after the liposuction surgery.
At Penn, the family gathered around. “We all
said hello to Amy and her heart rate would go up,”
Daniel Fledderman said, but she couldn’t rally.
At 4:35 p.m., Amy Fledderman was declared
dead.
“We never would have let her do it if we
knew she could have died,” Colleen Fledderman
said. “It wasn’t supposed to be a big deal.”

Colleges urge students to get meningitis vaccine
Jan Jarvis
KNIGHT-RIDDER TRIBUNE

FORT WORTH, Texas — At orientation sessions, by e-mail
and through letters home, universities are urging students to get
vaccinated against meningococcal meningitis, a rare but deadly
disease that can strike young adults in crowded environments.
An estimated 100 to 125 meningitis cases occur annually on
college campuses, and five to 15 students die as a result, according
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Freshmen living in dorms were three times more likely than all other college
students to contract the disease, according to a new study by the
centers.
Living in dormitories, drinking excessive amounts of alcohol
and being around cigarette smoke may be linked to the disease, the
centers reported. The bacteria are spread through air droplets or
contact with infected victims.
The vaccine is available through university health clinics and
physicians’ offices. “It’s a simple thing to do,” said Dr. John Fling,
an allergist with the University of North Texas Health Science
Center at Fort Worth. “You could play the odds, and your kids will

probably be fine, but if all it takes is just one little injection, why
not do it?”
The vaccine has attracted attention in recent years as evidence
has grown about the risks to young people. The Legislature passed
a law this spring requiring colleges and universities to educate students about the vaccine’s availability. The law takes effect Jan. 1.
In Wednesday’s Journal of the American Medical Association,
Michael Bruce, an epidemiologist with the National Center for
Infectious Diseases and lead author, said there could be a “major
impact” on meningitis in college students by vaccinating a relatively small number of young adults.
Researchers identified 96 U.S. college students ages 18 to 23
who were diagnosed with meningococcal infection between Sept.
1, 1998, and Aug. 31, 1999.
Of the 79 patients about whom information was available, 68
percent had infections that might have been prevented through
vaccination, Bruce said.
The overall incidence for undergraduates was 0.7 per 100,000
students, compared to 5.1 per 100,000 for freshmen in dorms, the
study found.
The vaccine protects against four of the most common strains
of meningococcus bacteria. It does not protect against serogroup B

meningococcal infections, which are responsible for a third of all
cases, according to the CDC.
Immunity from the vaccine lasts three to five years, said Becky
Cook, regional immunization program manager for the Texas
Department of Health. The vaccine is considered 85 percent to 95
percent effective.
Although the disease can be fatal, the risk of getting it is very
low, said Bobby Jones, head epidemiologist at the Tarrant County
Public Health Department. Last year, five cases of meningococcal
meningitis were reported in Tarrant County, he said.
The disease, which is caused by the bacterium Neisseria meningitidis, strikes about 3,000 Americans every year, killing about
300.
It is not known why college students are at higher risk, but the
disease has been associated with crowded living conditions, such
as in college and military dorms, experts said.
“What usually happens is within a week of congregation in
close, confined quarters during the first weeks of school, a student
is exposed to a strain of meningococcal and gets infected with it,”
Fling said.
The vaccine, sold under the brand name Menomune, costs from
$75 to $90.
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HOUSING

BEACHWOOD
1 bedroom apartment. Near Coborn’s.
Available September 1st. $400/mo. 12 month
lease. $450/mo. 9 month lease. Heat paid. Dan
251-1925
BENTONWOOD
2 bedroom apartments near intersection Hwy
10 and 23. $480-$520. Heat paid. On busline.
Dan 251-1925
SINGLE ROOMS
and sublease situations. $240-$300. Dan 2511925
4 BEDROOM
basement apartment. 390 5th Ave. S. Great
location. $225 each. Heat paid. 251-1925
SHARE A HOUSE
Two bedrooms available. Utilities and laundry
paid. On the busline. Available now. $250 each.
420-1596
FOR RENT
3 bedroom duplex 6 blocks from SCSU. Off
street parking — new stove and fridge with
ice maker. $695/mo + heat and electric. 2505513
FEMALE ROOMMATE
Roommate needed two bedroom $270/month.
Available immediately. Great location. Includes
heat, cable, parking, pool, & tennis. St.Cloud.
Call 229-3842
5 BEDROOM HOUSE
For rent. Excellent condition. First time rented!!
Beautiful lot with large deck and front porch. 4
singles and 1 double. $1600 for whole house
or $300 per single and $500 per double.
Please call Kristen at (612) 288-9494 or (612)
735-9574
SINGLE ROOMS
for male students. Starting September 1st, 4
blocks to SCSU. $175/mo. All utilities paid
except phone. Call Dave at 251-5246
PRIVATE ROOM
Share house with grad student, alumni, very
nice, clean, quiet, off campus, N. side, on
busline. Available September 1st. Please call
253-8532
SUBLEASE
one bedroom in 4 bedroom apartment.
$220/month. September-June. A few blocks
from campus. If interest call Kari at 260-0147
2 WOMEN LOOKING
for a third to share a three bedroom apartment.
Non-smoking. 259-9434

AVAILABLE SEPT.1ST
2 bedroom and 3 bedroom duplex, also 5 bedroom house. Both close to SCSU campus.
Plenty of parking. Call 685-4324 or (612) 2191727
3 SINGLE ROOMS
in a 3 bedroom apartment. Private kitchen and
bathroom. No pets. Parking. 253-5340
ONE ROOM EFFICIENCIES
9 or 10 month leases. Private and semi-private
bathrooms. Utilities included. 259-9434
ROOM FOR RENT
Non-smoking. $320 per month. All expenses
are paid, including cleaning of common areas.
Call Mike at 258-6646, 259-9799, or 492-3361.
LOOKING FOR 4TH PERSON
Three people looking for a 4th person to share
a four bedroom apartment. 259-9434
SUBLEASER WANTED
2 bedrooms available in 8 bedroom house.
$287/month, Sept-May, 2 blocks from campus!
Heat/utilities included. Parking. Remodeled.
Call Kristen (320) 761-1719 for information.

EMPLOYMENT
ROOM AND PARTIAL BOARD
in exchange for part-time childcare for 7 year old
with special needs. Must have driver’s license,
vehicle, experience, and references. East side of
Saint Cloud by Wapicada. (320) 203-9883
Please leave message.
HAVE FUN THIS SUMMER
and make a difference! Opportunity Manor, a progressive company serving people with disabilities
has a variety of positions available. To start having fun, contact Becka at 240-1900.
PT JOB- FT BENEFITS
UPS/ St. Cloud is taking applications for future
permanent package handlers.
■ Excellent benefits, company paid, family
coverage. Med, Dent, Vision, Life
and 401K.
■ Excellent opportunity, promotion within.
■ Good workout — Lift up to 70 lbs.
■ $8.50 to start with contractual raises.
■ Shift available: 3:30am (can end as late as
8:30 am) 18 yrs+ or 5:30pm 17 yrs+
■ 3 1/2 to 5 hrs per day, Mon-Fri
Addresses and phone numbers of your last two
jobs is required.
For an interview call the St. Cloud Work Force
Center at (320) 654-5320.

Interested in writing?
If so, stop by the University
Chronicle, Stewart Hall 13
for an application

THURSDAY Aug. 9, 2001

University Chronicle’s
classified advertising policies:
✓ Deadline: Noon on Tuesday for Thursday’s issue.
✓ Classifieds prices: Five (5) words per line:
$1.50. Six (6) words constitute two lines: $3.
✓ Classifieds will not be accepted via phone or
fax.
✓ Classifieds must be prepaid. No exceptions.
✓ Credit is not granted for cancelled ads.
Classified ads can be purchased in Stewart Hall, room
13, or ads may also be sent with payment to: University
Chronicle, 13 Stewart Hall, St. Cloud, MN 56301. For
more information, leave a message for Jennifer
Montgomery, classifieds manager at 255-4086.

